FROM   TSARDOM   TO   THE   STALIN   CONSTITUTION
So far as the confessions of the accused referred to industrial
sabotage (of which alone he can speak with authority), Mr. Little-
page is convinced that the confessions were genuine, and he says
very definitely:
"When I read the testimony of Yuri Pyatakov, Vice-Commissar of
Heavy Industry, and some of his fellow-defendants at the conspiracy
trial in January 1937,1 finally understood some matters which had been
puzzling me since I first came in contact with organized Soviet wrecking
in 1932."
Mr, Littlepage describes cases of sabotage which he himself
came across, and declares:
"My own experiences made me suspicious of a number of Communist
industrial leaders years before the present round up of Communist
conspirators started in the middle of 1936. It, naturally, wasn't my busi-
ness to warn Joseph Stalin and his associates against fellow party members,
but some Russians can bear witness that I mentioned my suspicions to
them as early as 1932, after I had worked for some months in the Ural
copper mines/*
Extremely instructive is his description of his experiences in
the Khalata copper mines in the Southern Urals and the lead-zinc
mines of Kazakhstan.
Mr. Littlepage is also extremely instructive when he describes
an occasion in 1931 when, as a technical expert, he accompanied
a purchasing commission headed by Pyatakov to Berlin. "Some
things," says Mr. Littlepage, ''happened on that occasion which
I never understood until I read Pyatakov's testimony at his trial ;
in 1937."                                                                                 [
It will be recalled that various accused testified that a reserve
fund for their anti-Soviet work had been built up by obtaining
rebates on purchases from German firms; well, Mr. Littlepage gives
one very instructive example of how the commission, headed by
Pyatakov, were ready, but for his decisive objection, to purchase
worthless machinery for the copper industry at a high price. This
deal fell through; but what about deals which had not to go through
the hands of an honest expert?
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